Acguiring Horveign Titles

Advertisements frequently appear offering titles for sale. Often these appear to
be authenticated by mention of International Law Firms, this or that Sovereign House
and so on.

For the most part, these are entirely bogus. So here is a brief round-up of the
actual situation.

Germany and the Holy Roman Empire : These were titles awarded by the
Emperor of the H.R.E. of that of Germany. Some were recognised by various Kingdoms
or were ratified by local Parliaments. They were all personal awards but some were tied
to the land holdings of the recipients. This does mean that acquisition of the land
entitles the new owner to use the accompanying title.

Offers of 'adoption' by a German Prince should be scrupulously avoided. The
Margrave of Meissen, who would otherwise be the King of Saxony, has adopted the son
of his own daughter as his heir. He can do so, in view of his status as Pretender. Not
everyone is happy about this, however. We are. The same situation applies to the
grandson of the 'last' Prince van der Leyen. He, also, is not universally recognised ;
especially in Germany, where succession rules are extremely rigid. Even ‘'unequal’
marriages can be a bar to succession. This is where the current holder marries
someone of inferior rank. There was, for example, some debate as to whether the son
of the late Prince of Thurn and Taxis could succeed, since his mother was a mere
countess.

We, therefore know of no titles to be acquired within these realms.

Spain: The only 'irregular’ succession recognised by the Spanish Ministry of
Justice is a claim by a blood-relative of the last holder of a dormant title. And this only
applies up to the fourth generation. Certain holders of several titles, sometimes pass
one on to a son or other near relative but certainly not to an outsider.

Russia and Eastern Europe : All titles in this area are of a personal nature.
Scandinavia : Much the same applies.

United Kingdom : No English or, for that matter, Irish titles can be passed on,
apart from Lordships of the Manor. These are fun but of little standing. In Scotland,
until recently, some Baronies or even titles of superior rank could be acquired. The
situation here is under judicial review and anyone offered such a holding should be
extremely cautious

France and Italy : The situation here is rather different. In Italy many — and in



France almost all — titles resulted from the land being raised to a barony etc. and not the
person. The new owner could take the title. One fo the sons of King Louis Philippe of
France was known as the Duke of Aumale, because the last Guise Duchess sold her
duchy to Louis XIV. In ltaly, the Prince Boncompagni Ludovisi is also Prince of
Piombino, by virtue of the fact that an ancestor bought the principality.

In France, it is often said that titles cannot be sold. This is partially true. Today,
a title forms part of one’s surname and, to this extent, is protected and cannot be
passed on except to a blood-relative. However, there are several parcels of land — now
dormant — where, under feudal law, any new owner could restore the rank that goes with
it. We give, below, further details on this.

How Titles Came About

In the Middle Ages, the Monarch could not attend to every detail of his realm
personally. So the practice arose of appointing governors for his various territories. The
early ones were called by the Latin names of dux or comes (graf in German). These
became duc, duque or duke or comte and count, with the passage of time. Governors
of more difficult, usually frontier, regions became know as markgrafs, margraves or
marquis in French. At first, these were largely military appointments, such as a general
serving in one of the trouble-spots of the world. However, provided the son was
prepared to swear fealty to his overlord, he was usually confirmed in his position. So the
titles gradually became hereditary.

Titled Land in France

While this was going on, and at a later date, the country was split up into
seigneuries. These were usually sited on a chateau or a large house and were mainly
for administrative purposes. The seigneur collected taxes, executed justice, provided
soldiers when need arose and generally became the representative of his liege-lord.
The land belonged to him and he benefited from the rents and other income from his
fief. He could pass his fief on at will, though descent was normally to is eldest son.
Many of these seigneuries, as a reward for exceptional services, were subsequently
raised to the rank of barony or county. At first, these titles tended to revert to the
monarch, on the death of the beneficiary.

“Plus tard, le roi érigera des terres apartennant déja a quelque grand seigneur,
mais alors celles-ci ne feront pas retour a la couronne en cas d’absence d’héritiers
directs.” (Duc de la Force). 'Later the king was to elevate to the rank of county (or
barony) a seigneurie already belonging to a great lord; but these did not revert to the
king in the absence of direct heirs." The preambles to the documents awarding a piece
of titled land were not always identical and there were different customs in the various
regions of what had once been Charlemagne’s empire.



After this time, the owner of a barony or county could pass it on. Usually this
was to his heir but, if he only had daughters, it could be to the husband of one of these.
He could even sell his holding. When this happened, the new proprietor took the title.

The attached extract, taken from the Archives, show how the Preud’homme
family succeeded to the rank of comte de Fontenoy.
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It was very rare for anyone to be awarded the personal rank of baron, count or
even marquis. Nearly always, the sovereigns rewarded their subjects by raising the
lands to the appropriate rank.

This is what Dom Ambroise Pelletier, one of the greatest experts on the whole
subject, says:

“Les titres de baron, comte ou marquis s’obtenaient de trois manieres : 1) par
lettres-patentes conféraient ces dignities ;  2) par érection de terres en baronnies,
comtés ou marquisats ; 3) enfin, par acquisition de seigneuries ayant I'une ou l'autre de
ces qualities ».

The title of baron, count or marquis were obtained in three ways: 1) By Letters-
Patent conferring these dignities; 2) by the elevation of land into baronies, counties or
marquisates; 3) by the acquisition of seigneuries having one or other of these qualities.

l. Within the French territories and before the Revolution, ad personam
titles were extremely rare - but they did exist.



2. By far the most usual form of acquiring a title was to have one's property

elevated to the rank of barony or county etc. This enabled the owner to carry the
accompanying style. There is a case for saying that, should the property be lost, sold or
whatever, the title should be forfeit. This did happen, though not very often. Otherwise,
descent proceeded from father to son (or grandson). Here are two straightforward
cases, where the land is still in the ownership of the same family.

The marquis de Maupas still lves at the Chateau de Maupas, Maupas

MAUPAS - Berry,’ ¢lection de Bourges
(Cher, _Morogues) — Erigé avec Morogues et
Parassis en MARQUISAT par LP de mars
1725, enr. au plmt de Paris le 3 décembre et
ala Cdes C le 13 mars 1726 pour Pierre-
Antoine AGARD de MOROGUES, colo-
nel - (AN 0'/69, 1°454)

The marquis de Pange at the Chateau de Pange, Pange

PANGE - Lorraine (Moselle) — Erigé en
MARQUISAT (Ars-Laquenexy, Doman-
geville, Pont-a-Domangeville, Maizery,
Villers,Laquenexy, loixy, Marsilly et Mai-
zeroy) par L. du duc de Lorraine de juillet
1766 pour Jean-Baptiste-Louis THOMAS,
commandeur de Saint-Louis

3. There were, however, some cases which fall into the third paragraph of
Dom Pelletier's treatise.

Attached is the first page of Letters-Patent, raising the seigneurie of Fontenoy to
a county. It is old and not very easy to read.
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Restoration of Dormant Lands

What happened if the family just died out?

Up to the time of the Revolution there was always someone to claim the honour
— and the rental income — of a seigneurie. However, this income was specifically
abolished (and for the Church) in 1789. People moved, families became extinct, the
original chateaux were destroyed or merely fell down as a result of neglect. The fact
that such and such piece of land was, in fact, a barony slowly faded from people’s
memories. You can go down to many such villages and the occupants will be surprised
to learn of this part of their history.

However, the facts remain. And this means that a member of the original family,
however remote, can resurrect his family’s honours.

But if the family has vanished, without trace — what happens then? Itis up to
anyone else to claim and restore the old honours.

To do this, he would need a representative piece of the land. You cannot claim
to be the baron of Ménil, say, without having some part of the land in your possession.
It need not be the whole seigneurie — some have grown into towns, some have
disappeared — any more than the Queen of England owns the whole country.

You would also need a coat-of-arms to be registered in your name. This need
not be exactly the same as the original but should show the provenance. You could
include, for example, any device you already owned .



Legal Situation

It is not contested that certain parcels of land were raised, under the Anciens Régimes, 1o the rank
of barony, viscounty, county or marquisate. These can be referred to as terres titres Of terrains titres.

It is equally clear that some of these parcels can still be acquired by purchase,
gift etc.

The question then arises as to whether the new owner has the right to the title that went with the
land. Titles in France, generally, have been “abolished”, restored , abolished again and then reluctantly
recognised, according to the various regimes that have prevailed since the fal of the monarchy and the two
empires. It is reasonable to say that the France of today, being a republic, has approached the whole
problem with a certain ambivalence. Thelegd situation seemsto boil down to the following:

a) An exigting title of nobility is considered as an accessory to the name of the individua as a
signe de distinction honorifiqgue (amark of honorific distinction) that goes with the
family name. To thisextent it cannot be transferred.

b) Under the Ancien Régime, the acquirer of aterrain titre did, indeed, have the right to the title
that went with his new propriety. If he were not already “noble”, this gatus could
be achieved in time or by reception of letters de confirmation from the sovereign or
ruling duke. Nobility, though still much cherished by many French families,
conferred certain rights. Since these mainly refer to not having to pay taxes, this
can now be considered to be defunct.

In summary, therefore, it can be stated that it is possible to acquire titled land and this can be
registered by means of due reference in the Deeds of Sale. A French citizen can apply to the Garde des
Sceaux (Minister of Justice) to have a suitable amendment entered on his Etat Civil. Thisis not always
granted and for foreignersit does not really apply. Thereisand never has been aregister of titlesin France.

Belgium is not only a monarchy — and a close neighbour of France — but it leans heavily on many
French and Holy Roman Empire customs. Indeed, many Belgian provinces have, at various times, been
ruled over by sovereigns of states now incorporated into France. The following was produced by Dr
Stavaux de Fontenoy, a Doctor of Law and Head of a Department in the European Commission.

LE STATUT EN BELGIQUE ACTUELLEMENT
DES TITRES DE NOBLESSE ANCIENS ,
ANTERIEURS A LA REVOLUTION

Particuliérement des titres d’origines Francaise.

Current Belgian Law concerning old titles, dating from before the Revolution — particularly titles
of French origin.

Titles owing their origin to feudal times (as opposed to those of recent creation)
are normally based on a territorial holding, the Sovereign having qualified such a portion
of land as a barony, county etc. These titles are termed “real”. Their patrimonial
character is regarded as being of the same nature as during the periods of feudal
regimes. In this manner, the ancient suzerainty continues and keeps its force. (Rough
translation).



In France, it is often said that titles were abolished in 1789. This is not quite true.
“Fiefs” were abolished. These, in essence, were “leaseholds” granted by an overlord to
a vassal — in exchange for a vow of loyalty. In short, all such Title Deeds were
dispensed with, much as Henry VIII of England dispossessed the monasteries etc of
their lands and rental incomes. In any event, under the Restoration, Louis XVIII
promulgated a Charter (1814) and Article 71 states “La noblesse ancienne reprend ses
droits, la noblesse nouvelle conserve les siens.” That is to say that the old nobility could
reclaim it titles — but not its old privileges — while those people granted titles by
Napoleon could keep what they had been awarded.

We give, below, some further documentation which may be of interest:

Example taken from the Archives at Bar le Duc
History of the Seigneurie and Barony of Tronville :

1333 AD : Marguerite de Tronville paid faith and homage to the Count of Bar and recognised
her duty to protect the Chéateau of her Suzerain.

1431 : Henri, d of Bar, igl ir of Avant-garde and of Boursault, is beseiged in his
chéateau of Tronville by the Dame of Commercy.

1586 : Duke Charles Il of Lorraine and Bar sells the land at Tronvilie to his Treasurer, Jean
Vincent.

During the XVl Century, the King awards his part of the seigneurie of Tronville to the Colliquet
family, who had been consellors from father to son at the Cours des Comptes at Bar le Duc. The
head of the family was thenceforth known as the Seigneur de Tronville.

1721 : Frangois Viart and his wife, Catherine de Lescale, become owners by purchase of
Tronville.

26th October 1721 : The tand of Tronville is raised to the rank of a barony. This entitied
Frangois Viart to be calied Baron de Tronville. He died shortly afterwards.

1732 : The chéateau is constructed.
1735 : A member of the Colliquet family ( see above ) is created Baron de Tronville.

The only daughter of Frangois and Catherine Viart, Jeanne Thérése, marries Alexis-Charles
heir to the Dutertre ( or du Tertre ) family. He was a consellor at the Parliament of Metz.

1774 : Their son, Jean-Baptiste du Tertre, Captain-Commander of a regiment of hussards,
becomes Baron de Tronville. -

16th January 1788 : The rights and possessions of the Barony of Tronville are formally
registered by Louis du Tertre ( reciaiming the barony ).

22nd April 1788 : The same act is undertaken again by Jean-Baptiste du Tertre and his
brother, Alexis-Charles du Tertre, consellor at the Parliament of Metz.

1789 : Death of Nicolas-Louis du Tertre. The cha is sold on of the

End of the XIX Century : The chateau is transformed into a presbytery.



Lovis-Rosant Cotrianon, feigneur de Mallcloy & de
Champigneul , capitaine au régiment de Gerbéviller pour le fervice
de Charles IV, époufa, en 1671, Annc Racle, fille de Jean Racle,
confeiller & fécretaire des maifonscourunnes de France, & de Jeanne
Cheminot , & en cut Edmond qui fuit.

Eopmoxp CoLLiGNox, comte de Mallcloy, par ¢reétion du 1y,

DU FA‘Y

mai 1714, confeiller d'état & chambcellan de S, A, R. Leopold |, épouta
Urfule de Gombervaux, fille de Nicolas - Frangon de Gombervau,
feigneur de Véhuviller, & de Louife - Frangoife Rouffclot d'Hedival ,
dont il a cu Léopold Collignon , comte de Maiicloy , chambellan de
Léopold 1, qui a époufé en 1718, N .. .. de Mahuct , fillc de Chatles-
Ignace , baron de Mahuct, comte de Lupcourt, maitre des requétes de
I'hdtel de S. A. R, & de Mane-Nicolas d'Hofllue, dont il a cu un fils
& une fille , Tun & lautre morts fans alliance.

J'ai trowvéd un manufirit qui commence ainfi la généalogic Jde cetie famuile.
Jean CorLricnow, feigneur de Bichocl, fundateur de la chapelle &o
S'. Claude-lés-Manoaville, fit reprife pour la feigneuric dudit Bichuel,
& d'autres qu'il avoit dans la chitellenie de la Chaulcée en 1538,
& cn 1541 il fut confirmé cn fa nobleffe, par fentence du b.u”uglf
de S'. Mihicl. 1l époufa Louife Longbuiffon, dont il cut: 1° Jean qui
fuit, & 21°. Agnés de Bichoel , mari_ée A Pic!-rc_dc. Bc_auvau.

DE CARSIX er DE MAULEVRIER.
%.—(Nolm).—Degn.ahcrotxd'-rgf. tonnée de 4
(Pidces Originales 1113. Dossiers Bleus 263. Chaix 17,

o4,

d'éperon du
Armorial Général Normandie L)

Renaud du Fay, sgr de Saint-Thurien, fils d‘autre Rena

ud, épousa en 1367 Jeanne de Bézu, il en eut

Robin du Fay, sgr de Saint- Thurien
vers 1520 & Jeanne de Bailleul, laissa :

» dont le petit-fils Pierre du Fay, Eyr, sgr de Saint-Thurlen, allié

de

Plerre du Fay de Saint-Thurien, Chr, sgr
Carsix,

te de Pontaudemer, ép.

en 1554 Frangoise-Madeleine de Par-

Jean de Fay, Eyr, sgr du Tailly et de la Londe, Cr au
Parl. de Normandie, ép. en 1552, Anne du Monsel, d'oi :

fean du Fay, Chr, Gentilh

de la Chamt

e Ordi

di il eut :

sz ’ —  du Roi, Chr de ['Ordre du Saint-Esprit, ép en 1582 Ma.
Georges du Fay, Chr. sgr de Carsix, deleine Jubert, qui lul donna :

(‘ . c_TJx * Ia ("L | e A

du Rol, Chr de Saint-Michel, ép. en
1597 Marguerite d'Alégre, Dame de

Saint-André, qui lui donna entr'autres

Pierre du Fay. Chr, Baron de la Anne du Fay, Chr, sgr de Car;;:
t-André, Chr

chm du Fay, Chr, sgr du
Taillis, Chr de Saint-Mi-
chel, Bailli de Rouen, ép.
en 1607 Judith Aux Epau-
les, dont il eut :

Osias du Fay, Chr, ip?n
1623 Suzanne Le Comte,

dont il eut :

e A—
Louis du Fay, Chr, dit le

et de Saint- 3 Saint-Léger, maintenu dans sa no- - S— quis de la Haye, C*
de I'Ordre du blesse en 1668, ép. en 1639 Marie Jean du Fay, Chr, sgr du au Parl. de Normandie, au-
Ordinaire de sa Chambre, auteor Francini, d'od : Taillis et de Maulevrier, teur d'un rameau éteint.

‘Charles du Fay, Chr. sgr de Car-

six de la Houssaye, ép. en 1681
Rose Thuret de Haucourt, de Ia :

'Picrrt-Gcwqes du Fay,
donna

Chr, sgr de Carsix, ép. en 1726 Cécile’

Maréchal des Camps et Ar-

mées du Rol, ép. en 1639

Melle de Flavancourt, d'oi:

r

Jacques de Fay, Chr, Bailli

de Rouen. Comte de Mau-.

levrier par lettres de 1671,

Georges du Fay, Chr?
Talllis, allié a Mile d'Auxy
2t auteur d'un rameau éteint

Desmonts qui lui fut pére de Jacques-Georges avec Nicolas-Emmanuel du
A —  du Fay, Page de la Petite Fay du Taillis, Page de la
f’*“""";ﬂ’!;?:ﬁ du Fay. Chr, sgr de Carsix, ép. en 1752 Elisbeth g% "00¢ qui laissa un  Chambre du Roi en 1735,

fils unique Jacques du Fay,

Lhrln—Georqu du Fay, Chr, sgr de Carsix, Chr de Malte, ép. en
1784 Marie-Suzanne Dedin d'Irville, qui lui donna :

Comte de Maulevrier, allié
4 Catherine de Bouquetot.

Pierre Edouard du Fay de Carsix, ép. en 1820 Melle du Merle, d'oi::

—

bcorgu du Fay de Carsix, dit le Comte de Fay (1828-1906). ép. en 1862 Melle de Chavoy et continua.
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Ranks

The ranks of nobility, normally found, are as follows:

Marquis Count Viscount Baron

A marquisis more important than a count and so on, down the line. However, it does not really make that
much difference. All marquisates were created by the various sovereigns, in France. There should,
therefore, be fairly good documentation. This does not apply to the majority of baronnies, whose origins
are mostly lost in the mists of time. Viscounties are comparatively rare; counties area mixture of old and
recent creation.

For a signet-ring, engraving €tc, it isimportant to have the correct coronet above the shield.



